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energies to the enlargement and beautification of Babylon-
itself,19 which had suffered so severely at the hands of
successive conquerors. * Copying much from Assyria, Nebu-*
chadnezzar was able to surpass his Assyrian predecessors in
the splendour of the great buildings which he now erected.
In the large temple quarter in the south of the city, he rebuilt
the temples of the long-revered Babylonian divinities. Lead-
ing from these to the palace, he laid out a festival avenue
which passed through an imposing gateway called the " Ishtar
Gate ", for it was dedicated to this goddess. Behind it lay
the vast imperial palace and the offices of government, while
high over all towered the temple-mount, which rose by the
Marduk Temple, a veritable Tower of Babel. Masses of rich
tropical verdure, rising in terrace upon terrace, forming a
lofty garden, crowned the roof of the imperial palace and,
overlooking the Ishtar gate, enhanced the brightness of its
colours. Here in the cool shade of palms and ferns, inviting
to luxurious ease, the great king might enjoy an idle hour
with the ladies of his court, and look down upon the splendours
of his city. These roof-gardens of Nebuchadnezzar's palace
were the mysterious Hanging Gardens of Babylon, whose
fame spread far into the West, until they were numbered by
the Gre.eks among the Seven Wonders of the World. . . . For
the first time Babylonia saw a very large city. It was im-
mensely extended by Nebuchadnezzar, and enormous fortified
walls were built to protect it.'14

The outermost fortification, which was called the Median
Wall, ran approximately north-south, clean across Mesopo-
tamia, from the modern Beled on the Tigris to Sippar, which
was then on the Euphrates.21 The inner and outer city walls,'
Imgur-bel and Nimitti-bel, and the brick-sided moat are all
described in inscriptions which have survived, and we have
the king's own account of how he rebuilt the temples, embel-
lishing them with gold "where before there had been silver.
He mentions how, in laying their foundations, he 'began
again at the earth's surface', and this possibly explains the
extremely deep walls found by the German excavators,
penetrating the more ancient ruins, practically to the clean
earth beneath.

The Chaldeans appear to have adopted and greatly contri^
buted to the older Babylonian culture. Arts an<J industries